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Associazione Luca Coscioni WORLD CONGRESS FOR Nonviolent Radical Party
per la liberta di ricerca scientifica FREEDOM OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH Transnational, Transparty

(European Parliament — Brussels, room PHS 3C050, Ma  rch 5-7, 2009)

DRAFT PROGRAMME
Chair: Elena Cattaneo , director, Centre for
15T DAY — THURSDAY, MARCH 5 ™ Stem Cell Research, University of Milan, Italy
Key-note lecture: Bernat Soria , Minister of
Health, Spain
Graham Watson , President, Group of the
Chair: Emma Bonino, Vice-President, Italian Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe at

Coscioni Association Members of the European and national

Charles Sabine , NBC News Correspondent Parliaments

Kary Mullis , Nobel Prize in Chemistry 1993,

“Scientific progress is a rocky road 2nd session: THE ETHICAL,

POLITICAL AND LEGAL FOUNDATION OF

Gilberto Corbellini , History of Medicine and FREEDOM OF RESEARCH AND TEACHING
Bioethics, University of Rome “Sapienza®, Italy; Chair: Martin L. Perl , Nobel Prize in Physics
co-president, Luca Coscioni Association, 1995

“Retrospectives and prospects on the freedom

of science from the viewpoint of a historian” Key-note lecture: John Harris , Bioethics,

University of Manchester, United Kingdom
Janez Potocnik , European Commissioner for

Science and Research Lord Dick Taverne , founder, Sense about
_ Science; member, House of Lords Science and

Members of the European and national Technology Committee, United Kingdom,
Parliaments “Freedom of scientific research is under threat”
Lunch Marc B. Brown , Research Associate, Bielefeld

_ Graduate School in History and Sociology,

1st session: PAST AND FUTURE Bielefeld University, Germany, “What does it

OF SCIENTIFIC FREEDOM mean to have a right to research?”
1 Interpretation in: EN, FR, IT, SP Barbara Forrest , Department of History &

Political Science, Southeastern Louisiana
University, USA, “Restoring the Enlightenment:



the foundation of American and European
science and education”

Amedeo Santosuosso , Judge, Milan Court of
Appeal, Italy, “May scientific research work as a
model for present transnational law?”

General debate, moderator: Clare Handford ,
media producer, World Congress of Science &
Factual TV Producers

2P DAY — FRIDAY, MARCH 6 ™

Chair: Philippe Busquin , MEP, former
Commissioner for Science and Research

Audrey Simpson |, Director, Family Planning
Association, Northern Ireland

Session proposed by European Society of
Human Reproduction — ESHRE: “The
challenges for reproductive medicine in
Europe”

Luca Gianaroli , ESHRE Chairman elect, Italy,
“Assisted reproduction in Europe”

Arne Sunde , Norway, “Reproduction and the
population crisis”

Joep Geraedts, ESHRE Chairman, The
Netherlands, “Genetics and reproductive health”

Paul de Vroey, Belgium, “Healthy babies and
safe treatments”

Anna Veiga, Spain, “Reproductive medicine
and stem cells”

3rd session: THE
RELIGIOUS, BIOETHICAL AND POLITICAL
APPROACHES TO FREEDOM OF
RESEARCH

Chair: Marco Pannella , MEP (to be confirmed)

Key-note lecture: Alex Mauron , Associate
Professor of Bioethics, University of Geneva
Medical School, Switzerland, “Epistemological
relativism and religious dogma: two strange
bedfellows in the struggle against freedom of
scientific research”

2 Interpretation in: EN, FR, IT, SP

Pervez Hoodbhoy , Chairman, Department of
Physics, Quaid-e-Azam University, Pakistan,
“The battle for science and secularism in the
Islamic world”

Giulio Giorello, Philosophy of Science,
University of Milan, Italy (to be confirmed)

General debate

Lunch

Intervention by Laurette Onkelinx ,
Minister of Health, Belgium

Followed by

4th session: THE GEOPOLICY
AND THE FUTURE OF GENETIC,
REGENERATIVE AND REPRODUCTIVE
MEDICINE

Chair: Ignazio Marino, MP, Chair of the
National Health System Committee, Italian
Parliament

Key-note lecture: Reinaldo Guimaraes ,
National Secretary of Health, Brazil

Giulio Cossu |, Director, Stem Cell Research
Institute Dibit, H. San Raffaele, Italy, “Clinical
Translation of Stem Cell Research: perspectives
and problems”

Miguel Kottow , Universidad de Chile; Member,
Latin American and Caribbean Network for
Bioethics of UNESCO, “The relevance of
science”

Stephen Minger , Director, King's Stem Cell
Biology Laboratory, London, herapeutic and
research potential of human pluripotent stem
cells”

Roundtable: NEUROETHICS.
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Chair: Piergiorgio Strata , Scientific Director,
European Brain Research Institute; co-
president, Luca Coscioni Association

Kathinka Evers, Center for Research Ethics
and Bioethics, Uppsala, Sweden, “Towards a
philosophy for neuroethics: informed materialism
and the naturalistic responsibility”

Eric Racine , Director, Neuroethics Research
Unit, Institut de recherches cliniques, Montréal,



Canada, “Neuroethics: tackling the ethical and
social challenges of the neuroscience revolution”

Julian Savulescu , Oxford Uehiro Centre for
Practical Ethics (to be confirmed)

3R° DAY — SATURDAY, MARCH 7 ™

5th session: FREEDOM OF
RESEARCH BETWEEN FUNDING, CAREERS
AND POLITICS

Chair: Maria Antonietta Farina Coscioni , MP,
ltaly; co-president, Luca Coscioni Association

Key-note lecture: Martin L. Perl , “Two Thesis:
(a) the consequences of basic research in
science and technology, (b) proposals for
restrictions on basic research”

Paolo Bianco , University of Rome “Sapienza”,
Italy (to be confirmed)

Philippe Busquin

3 Interpretation in: EN, FR, IT

Piergiorgio Strata

Final debate

THE WAY AHEAD: THE GLOBAL
MONITORING ON THE STATE OF FREEDOM
OF RESEARCH AND OTHER MISSIONS FOR
A PERMANENT WORLD CONGRESS

Chaired by Kary Mullis and Reinaldo
Guimaraes

Introduction: Andrea Boggio , Assistant
Professor of Legal Studies, Department of
History and Social Science, Bryant University,
USA, “Freedom of research around the globe: a
preliminary study”

Marco Traub , Transeuropean Stem Cell
Therapy Consortium (TESCT), Switzerland,
United Kingdom, “Impact of extending
knowledge in Stem Cell Biology on senescent
Concepts in Molecular Pharmacology”

Conclusions: Emma Bonino

WITH THE SUPPORT OF ALDE GROUP AT THE EUROPEAN PARL IAMENT

AND ESHRE- European
Society of Human
Reproduction and

Embryology

D),

ISEI — Institute for Science
Ethics and Innovation,
University of Manchester
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With the participation of:
Representatives of associations and groups of patie nts and people with disabilities
Gabriela Gebrin Cezar (Assistant Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA)
Antonino Forabosco (Medical Genetics, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy)
Marisa Jaconi (Department of Pathology and Immunology, Geneva University, Switzerland)
Fabio Marazzi (International Law, University of Bergamo, Italy)

Demetrio Neri (Full professor of Bioethics, University of Messina, Italy) (to be confirmed)

Associazione Luca Coscioni per la liberta di ricerc a scientifica (Luca Coscioni Association for Freedom of Scientific
Research) is named after its former president and founder, Luca Coscioni, who died in 2006 after having suffered for ten years
from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). Associazione Luca Coscioni is a non-profit organization counting 2,000 members and a
wide network of supporters including members of parliaments, academics, researchers and students, along with representatives of
patients and advocacy associations, all active in our campaigns, from Rome to Boston. The main objectives of the association are:
the promotion of freedom of scientific research and cure; the promotion of projects and technologies for an "Independent Living";
the ascertainment of civil and political rights of patients and people with disabilities. Since 2004 Associazione Luca Coscioni acts
as the operational secretariat of the World Congress for Freedom of Scientific Research.

Nonviolent Radical Party, transnational and transpa  rty (NRP) is an association of citizens, parliamentarians and members of
government of various national and political backgrounds who intend to achieve, through non-violent Gandhian methods, a
number of concrete objectives aimed at creating an effective body of international law with respect for individuals and the
affirmation of democracy and freedom throughout the world. NRP does not participate in national, regional, or local elections. In
1995, it obtained the “Category One Consultative Status” with the ECOSOC of the United Nations.



